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Application No. 


AppHcant(s) 
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Peri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. IHt " 
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_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR i i<wa\ in ™ u 

from the mailing date of this communication PnmS ' 0nS 01 37 CFR U36 < a >- ,n no •»*. however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on_ 

□ This action is FINAL " 

Disposition of Claims 

tXCIaim(s) \ — 1^ 
Of the above claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

-6 



^ Claim(s)- 
Claim(s)- 
□ Claim(s). 
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Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is D approved Q disapproved 

□ The drawingfs) filed on is/are objected to by the Examjner 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1 1 9(a)-(d) 

□ All DSome* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



. is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 

^Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) 4 
K Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 
□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



u S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The spedfication shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. tuning me suoject 

2. Claims 14-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The claims teach an effective amount of miscible amine, but fail to teach what such is 
effective to perform. The scope of the claims are thus not clear. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2 ^nT^T* PatentCd ° r deSCribed * 3 Printed Publkati0n »«* or a forei gn country or in public 
Sates m C0Untry ' m ° re ° De yCar Pri ° r t0 * e of W'-ation for patent mie UnSed 

(e) the invention was described in- 

2 Z^ltT^T t, ff >hShed WdCI SeCti ° D 122(b) ' by fi,ed " *» United States before 

toe invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treatv 

defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effect under this subsection optional application published 
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under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes 
of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a). 



4. Claims 1-6, 8-10, 12-15, 17-23 and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Holtmeyer (4780221). 

Holtmeyer teaches a well treatment fluid which comprises a synthetic polymer and 
triethanolamine, within the scope of the present invention (see Table IV). 

5. Claims 1-6, 9-12, 14, 15, 18-23 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rose (6291406). 

Rose teaches a well treatment fluid which comprises an amine and a polyalkylene oxide 
polymer (see Example 4). 

6. Claims 1 , 2, 14, 1 5, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Patel (5909779). 

Patel teaches a well treatment fluid which comprises primary amines and viscosifying 
synthetic polymers (see examples). 
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7. Claims 7 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 



u i j ^Z™*™? concernmg this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Philip Tucker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0529 The examiner's 
normal working hours are 7:30am-4:00pm, Monday-Friday. If necessary SPE Robert Dawson 
7™,\T^ d I 703 ' 308 " 2340 - For ^quines of a general nature call the receptionist 
at 703-308-0651. The group FAX no. is 703-872-9310. The after final fax no. Is 703-872-9311 



PCT-2735 

February 10, 2003 PHltfp^CKER 

ART UNIT 1712 



Recent Statutory Changes to 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 

On November 2 2002, President Bush signed the 21st Century Department of Justice 
Appropriations Authorization Act (H.R. 2215) (Pub. L. 107-273, 1 16 Stat. 1758 (2002)) 
which further amended 35 U.S.C. § 102(e), as revised by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AJPA) (Pub. L. 106-1 13, 1 13 Stat. 1501 (1999)). The revised 
provisions in 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) are completely retroactive and effective immediately for 
ail applications being examined or patents being reexamined. Until all of the Office's 
automated systems are updated to reflect the revised statute, citation to the revised statute 
m Office actions is provided by this attachment. This attachment also substitutes for any 
citation of the text of 35 U.S.C. § 102(e), if made, in the attached Office action. 

I^™?™" 8 is a c ' uotation of ^ appropriate paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 102 in view of 

£ Tn£ R - 2215 ^ f0rmS the basis for the re j ections this s «*ion made in 
tne attached Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if 
the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

35 U.S.C. § 102(e), as revised by the AIPA and H.R. 2215, applies to all qualifying 
references except when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from 
an international application filed before November 29, 2000. For such patents, the prior 

^^aF^T^^J' US - C ' § 102(6) 38 ft 6xisted P rfor t0 amendment by 
the AJPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e)). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 102 prior to the 
amendment by flie AJPA that forms the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
the attached Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 

nf 3 ^ " f- CC l th / re l uirei,leiltS ° f P ara 8 ra P hs (1)> (2), and (4) of section 371(c) 
of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

For more information on revised 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) visit the USPTO website at 
www.uspto.gov or call the Office of Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1622. 



